300      THE WELL OF SAINT CLARE
Bonaparte restrained his strong inclination to laugh.
" 1 am unfortunately situated," he objected, a for undertaking a case for Canonization. You are aware that the French Republic is taking measures to exact compensation from the Court of Rome for the murder of her Ambassador Bassville, foully assassinated."
The Canon protested eagerly :
" Corpo di Bacco ! the Court of Rome will find excuses enough ; all due compensation will be accorded, and our kinsman will be placed on the Calendar, never fear."
"The negotiations are far from being concluded at present," replied the Republican General. " The Roman Curia has yet to recognize the civil constitution of the French clergy and to break up and abolish the Inquisition, which is an offence to humanity and an unjustifiable encroachment on the rights of Nations."
The old man only smiled and said :
" Mio caro figliuolo Napoleone, the Pope knows perfectly well folk must both give and take. He will be reasonable, and yield a point where necessary. He is for all time, long-suffering and a man of peace."
Bonaparte pondered deeply awhile, as though a series of quite new ideas were taking muster